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Presentation Overview 
•  Tracking drought across Arizona is hard: 

seasonality, topography, multiple 
timescales 

•  Tools need to be flexible and able to 
capture different scales of variability 

•  No ‘silver bullet’ tool or product 
•  Consulting multiple drought information 

products good practice…but which 
ones? 



Climate Science Applications Program  

•  Deliver relevant climate 
information to agricultural 
and resource 
management 
communities 

•  Conduct applied research 
on SW US climate 

•  Make climate science 
useful and useable 
through extension 
programming 

•  Connect CLIMAS and 
broader UofA climate 
science community to 
Extension  

http://cals.arizona.edu/climate/ 



Station level seasonal climate summaries 

http://cals.arizona.edu/climate/ 



http://cals.arizona.edu/climate/misc/monsoon/monsoon_summaries.html 







Monsoon 
Season Precip 

Monitoring 
Maps 

http://cals.arizona.edu/climate/ 



http://droughtview.arizona.edu/ 

DroughtView: Remote sensing (vegetation ‘greenness’) visualization tool 



http://droughtview.arizona.edu/ 

DroughtView: Remote sensing (vegetation ‘greenness’) visualization tool 



http://cals.arizona.edu/climate/misc/spi/spi_contour.html 

Short-term  
Drought 

Long-term  
Drought 

DRY Average WET 



Climate information outreach… 

Monthly weather and 
climate podcast, 
climate outlook 

YouTube Videos 

Blog Entries 

http://www.climas.arizona.edu 

Workshops 





Developing new precipitation monitoring strategies for ranchers and range managers 



Precipitation Logbook Generator 
https://uaclimateextension.shinyapps.io/precipChart/ 



Printable 
logbook for 
tracking 
precip at 
depth gauge 
location 
 
 

Working to tie curves to 
specific decision points 
and management actions 
 
Cumulative Precip on Aug 3rd 
- Very Wet: Increase stocking 
- Wet: No action 
- Dry: Increase monitoring 
- Very Dry: supplement feed/
water; relocate cattle 



Thanks! 

crimmins@email.arizona.edu 
http://cals.arizona.edu/climate 


